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Outline

1. CEFR-based Estonian L2 resources
o CEFR Toolkit for Estonian L2 teachers
o Data and Corpus Analysis Tools
o Vocabulary and Grammar Profile: methodological issues
o Dictionary Database Ekilex and A1–B1 learner profiling

2. Aligning learners' dictionaries with the CEFR Reference Level Descriptions (Vocabulary 
and Grammar Profiles)

3. Conclusions

https://sonaveeb.ee/teacher-tools/
https://sonaveeb.ee/teacher-tools/
https://sonaveeb.ee/teacher-tools/
https://ekilex.ee/
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CEFR Toolkit for Estonian L2 teachers

o Vocabulary
o Grammar
o Communicative 

language activities
o Text Evaluation (CEFR 

checker)

https://sonaveeb.ee/teacher-tools/#/home
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Data and Corpus Analysis Tools
L2 Estonian coursebook corpora
o Estonian as a Second Language Coursebook Content Corpus 2017
o Estonian as a Second Language School Coursebook Content Corpus 2021

L2 Estonian learner corpora
o Estonian learners' language corpus EMMA
o Estonian Interlanguage Corpus
o CHILDES

Corpus Analysis
o Sketch Engine: WordList, N-gram, Word Sketch
o KORP
o EMMA

https://app.sketchengine.eu/

https://korpused.keeleressursid.ee/emma/index.php
https://korpused.keeleressursid.ee/emma/index.php
https://evkk.tlu.ee/vers1/wwwdata/what_is_evk
https://childes.talkbank.org/access/Other/Estonian/MAIN.html
https://korpused.keeleressursid.ee/emma/index.php
https://korpused.keeleressursid.ee/emma/index.php


eki.ee

Estonian Vocabulary Profile

o Adult and young learners
o Words are presented as lemmas
o Results can be sorted

o alphabetically
o by level
o by part of speech

o 24 topics, e.g. clothes, furniture, birds
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Estonian Grammar Profile
o Adult and young learners
o 546 corpus-based grammar

competency statements
o Main categories:

o morphology
o derivation
o phrase
o sentence

o 19 subcategories
o example sentences

o by experts
o from coursebook
o from learner corpora
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Communicative language activities
o Young learners at levels A1–B2
o Based on CEFR/CV descriptor scales
o Examples are taken from Szabo (2018)
o Main categories

o reception
o production
o interaction
o mediation

o Subcategories
o Descriptions, including limitations: 

when and how well the language user 
can manage certain communicative 
activities
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Text evaluation tool

o runs on EstNLTK v 1.6, which 
offers functionality to 
lemmatise and perform 
morphological analysis

o Problems:
o no sense division
o homonyms
o multiword units
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Learners' Dictionary "Sõnaveeb for learners" 
(A1–B1)

o 7000 headwords
o Pronunciation
o Morphological forms
o Grammar, incl. government patterns
o Collocations
o Pictures
o Usage examples
o Web examples
o Pictures
o CEFR levels for senses (in progress)
o Translational equivalents
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"All in one" database EKILEX: datamodel
and API

o Ekilex – starting from 2017 (Tavast et al., 2018, 2020; 
Koppel et al., 2019; Langemets et al., 2021)

o PostgreSQL database

o Ekilex API

o Github https://github.com/keeleinstituut/ekilex

o Applications, e.g. sõnadAPI

o Various interfaces for different target groups
o Sõnaveeb (native speakers, B2–C1)
o Sõnaveeb for Learners (A1–B1)
o Picture Dictionary (A1–B1)

https://github.com/keeleinstituut/ekilex/wiki/Ekilex-API
https://github.com/keeleinstituut/ekilex
https://www.sonapi.ee/
http://sonaveeb.ee
http://sonaveeb.ee/lite
https://sonaveeb.ee/wordgame?lang=en
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EKILEX datamodel

Simplified logical data model of Ekilex (Tavast et al., 2020). Central entities are highlighted in bold.
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Aligning learners' dictionaries with the CEFR RLDs:
The case of construction go [+ doing sth]

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english

https://www.englishprofile.org/english-grammar-profile/egp-online

https://www.englishprofile.org/wordlists/evp

https://app.sketchengine.eu/
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1. Revision of the existing data model for lexical resources.

2. Better exploitation of Corpus Lexicography and Constructicography methods for the 
Learner Corpus Analysis for representation of lexico-grammar at the syntagmatic 
and paradigmatic levels.

Priorities for the alignment between 
dictionaries and the CEFR Reference Level
Descriptions
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Revision of the existing data model for lexical 
resources to allow for the representation of 
grammatical constructions and proficiency 
level information, e.g.
the Data Model for Lexicography (DMLex) 
developed within the ELEXIS project

Horizon 2020 project ELEXIS

Priorities for the alignment between 
dictionaries and the CEFR RLDs(1)
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Corpus Lexicography: State of the Art

A lexicographic practice map of Europe (2023)
Carole Tiberius, Jelena Kallas, Svetla Koeva, Margit Langements, Iztok Kosem (to be 

published in the International Journal of Lexicography)
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Corpus Lexicography: 
pattern + collocation + idiom dictionaries
https://woordcombinaties.ivdnt.org

Colman, L., Tiberius, C. 2018. A Good Match: a Dutch Collocation, Idiom and Pattern Dictionary Combined. - In Čibej, 
Jaka, Gorjanc, Vojko, Kosem, Iztok & Krek, Simon (eds.), 2018. Proceedings of the XVIII EURALEX International Congress: 

Lexicography in Global Contexts. Ljubljana: Ljubljana University Press, Faculty of Arts.
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Corpus Lexicography: State of the Art
Sense clustering and sense distribution

Slovenščina.eu (slovenscina.eu))
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Constructicography, collostuctional analysis,
Computational Construction Grammars

Russian Constructions https://site.uit.no/russian-constructicon/

https://site.uit.no/russian-constructicon/
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Conclusions

1. Linguistic knowledge at a particular proficiency level should not be described as a set of words 
and a set of grammatical structures, but rather as a set of combinations of particular word 
meanings and forms with particular schematic constructions.

2. Alignment between dictionaries and CEFR-based LDRs enables integrating them directly into 
language learning programs based on the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages and CALL applications.
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